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who did not want to be taxed - the English who wanted to tax them - and the merchants upon whose goods the taxes were to fall. From that time
onward England has known no peace. She has oscillated between concession and coercion, without making either thorough. The position at
present is as follows - We have an Act declaring the ex pediency of raising revenue, yet we have surrendered five-sixths of the revenue. We retain one
tax though we have promised the Americans to remove all taxes. Burke argues that the proper thing to do is to fulfil the national promise rhy aban
doning the Act and removing the tax. Such a measure will probably conciliate the Americans, even though, at the same time, we punish them for
past outrages. If it does not, a demand for further concession on their part may properly be resisted, for it can have no justification. At present
England is in the absurd position of fighting for a nominal revenue. It is quite certain that if English sovereignty is used as an argument to justify.
English despotism in America, America will throw off English sovereignty altogether. It is absurd to argue that we may tax unrepresented America
because we tax unrepresented Englishmen. We should consider America as entitled to the rights of the most privileged of Englishmen. In any case, it
is absurd to fight for a tax which brings in nothing. But, it is said, that to renounce the right to tax is to surrender the Act Declaratory of the...
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