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Penguin, New Delhi, India. Paperback. Book Condition: New. First Edition. This book is a new and dramatically diCerent inquiry into what India and
being Indian mean in the new millennium. Such an inquiry is especially relevant today when the world's largest democracy is also a nuclear power,
a potentially major economic power poised to emerge as the second largest consumer market in the world, and a growing force in information
technology. Misconceptions about India and Indians abound, fed by the stereotypes created by foreigners, and the myths about themselves
projected by Indians. In Being Indian, Pavan K.Varma demolishes these myths and generalizations as he turns his sharply observant gaze on his
fellow countrymen to examine what really makes Indians tick and what they have to oCer the world in the 21st century. Varma's insightful analysis
of the Indian personality and the culture that has created it reaches startling new conclusions on the paradoxes and contradictions that
characterize Indian attitudes towards issues such as power, wealth and spirituality. How, for example, does the appalling indiCerence of most
Indians to the suCering of the poor and the inequities of the caste system square with their enthusiastic championing of parliamentary democracy?
And why do Indians have a reputation for being spiritual and `other-worldly' when their philosophy and tradition exalt the pursuit of material well-
being arthaas a principal goal of life? The book also examines India's future prospects as an economic, military and technological power, providing
valuable pointers to the likely destiny of a nation of one billion people. Drawing on sources as diverse as ancient Sanskrit treatises and Bollywood
lyrics, and illuminating his examples with a wealth of telling anecdotes, Pavan Varma creates a vivid and compelling portrait of Indians as he
argues that they will survive and flourish in the new millennium...
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