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INTRODUCTION In physics, any symmetry is a bargain. It provides tools to analyze the solutions of a
problem without need to explicitly solve the problem, or it can also suggest methods to simplify the
problem. In real life, boundary conditions or even physical processes themselves break the initial
beautiful symmetry. One has to deal with "approximate symmetry" and means to obtain useful
informations from this broken symmetry have to be built. The topic of the school held in Les
Houches in March 1997 is the illustration of these general ideas in the case of scale symmetry. Part
of the school involved descriptions of tools or concepts used in scale invariant systems, and
examples...
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