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Written by award-winning science writer John Emsley, this informative and highly enjoyable book explains the what, the why and the wherefore of
the elements. Arranged alphabetically, from Actinium to Zirconium, it is a complete guide to all the elements that are currently known, with more
extensive coverage of those we encounter in our everyday life. The entry on each element reveals where it came from, what role it may have in the
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role. The new edition includes the three chemical elements discovered since the first editionDarmstadtium, Roetgenium, and Coperniciumand the
section on transfermium elements has now been incorporated into the main part of the book. In addition, Emsley has added new information on
the economic uses of elements such as Scandium and Gold. Praised by Nature as amusing and finely crafted, Nature s Building Blocks offers a
pleasurable tour of the very essence of our material world.
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