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English, abstract: In many places throughout the developing world, women have a central role in growing food crops, collecting water and fuel-
wood, and using materials from plants, trees, and marine ecosystems to prepare medicines for their families or products for sale in markets (WWF,
2002c). For example, women in sub-Saharan Africa are the backbone of the agricultural sector, accounting for 70% of agricultural labour and
being responsible for 60% of agricultural production and 80% of food production (Kabeer, 1994). Yet this critical work is oIen overlooked and many
women have little opportunity to participate in decisions about their community's natural resources or join training and capacity-building initiatives
designed to promote sustainable resource management (WWF, 2002c). This dissertation seeks to argue that rural women in Madagascar are very
important in the management of natural resources; indeed this is one of the main aspects conservationists have to deal with when considering the
sustainable use of natural resources (WWF, 2002c; UN, 2000; Ngong and Arrey, 2003). Having discussed the major areas of rural women's work in
Africa and their implications for the environment, this dissertation will explore the role of rural women in Madagascar to exemplify the issues
associated with resource use in a biodiversity hotspot. First, general research on the topic will be introduced followed by a specific case study of
Antandroy women in Analoalo, a village in the Spiny Forest of South-Eastern Madagascar. The dissertation will conclude by examining the
importance of women in the use of natural resources and ways in which they could be...
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