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Forgotten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
Liming the Soil When a soil contains a relatively large amount of iron and alumi num and a relatively small amount of lime it usually happens that
the phosphoric acid of the soil is locked up or held in combination with the first named elements, which is an undesirable condition. Liming the soil
tends to cause the iron and aluminum to give up the phosphoric acid, which is then taken over by the lime. Combined with lime the phosphoric acid
is in a better form for the nourishment of the plant. Thus, it may be seen that although lime contains no phosphoric acid, its application may give
very much the same results as would be secured by a light application of a fertilizer which does contain it. The potash of the soil is made more
available in a similar manner. Nature has been wise in locking up the potash in rather unavailableforms; otherwise, many men would not hesitate to
use it rapidly and thus actually deplete the fertility of their farms. These forms of potash are so unavailable that in some cases where it is known that
the soil contains a large amount, the appearance of the growing crop indi cates the need of this plant food. When lime is placed in the soil and
comes in contact with the compounds of potash, a change takes place which in chemistry is called a substitution. In other words the lime takes the
place of the potash in the compound, thus leaving it in available form for the plant roots to assimilate. From this it may also be seen that as this
action takes place some of the results obtained by...
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