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Report and Catalogue of the First Exhibition of Newark Industries: Exclusively, 1872 The first Exhibition of Newark Industries opened at the Rink, on
Washington street, August 20th, 1872, and closed on the 11th of October following, having had on exhibition articles of an estimated value of about
$900,000 and been visited by some 130,000 people, including many of the most illustrious persons of this country, distinguished persons from
abroad, representatives of the leading journals, and of almost every state and clime of the world. The success which attended the Exhibition was
beyond the most sanguine anticipations, when is taken into consideration the fact, that, except in the minds of a few citizens, the great majority of
our people had not given the subject particular attention, and were therefore not prepared to assist in or endorse the project; and that a large
number refused to lend their aid to the development of a grand failure, and also, that many thought Newark would be undertaking too great a task,
not considering there was material enough at hand to compete in a favorable degree with the Expositions held elsewhere; the diHiculties
surrounding the eHorts of the gentlemen who instituted and carried forward the enterprise, can readily be divined, and the brilliant success in which
the Exhibition resulted, was exceedingly gratifying. Notwithstanding the many doubts and fears, and the predictions of a failure, the opening night
of the Exhibition - with the buildings barely completed - and the goods not fully arranged - proved not only an unprecedented success in point of
numbers, but showed conclusively that the inception of the enterprise was based on a correct appreciation of public taste, and the...
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