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shiEing analysis of the Genji and other mid-Heian literature, Doris G. Bargen emphasizes the thematic importance of Japan s complex polygynous
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sought to control kinship by strengthening genealogical lines, while secret aFairs and illicit oFspring produced genealogical uncertainty that could
be dealt with only by reconnecting dissociated lineages or ignoring or even terminating them. The work examines in detail the literary construction
of a courtship practice known as kaimami, or looking through a gap in the fence, in pre-Genji tales and diaries, and Sei Shonagon s famous Pillow
Book. In Murasaki Shikibu s Genji, courtship takes on multigenerational complexity and is oEen used as a political strategy to vindicate injustices,
counteract sexual transgressions, or resist the pressure of imperial succession. Bargen argues persuasively that a woman observed by a man was
not wholly deprived of agency: She could choose how much to reveal or conceal as she peeked through shutters, from behind partitions, fans, and
kimono sleeves, or through narrow carriage windows. That mid-Heian authors showed courtship in its innumerable forms as being influenced...
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