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Medical Education and Assessment to providing better data for generation of standards, computer data bases could allow better comparison of
present standards and norms of care with actual patient outcomes. These data bases also could permit the development of computer consultant
systems. Feedback from medical information and health data systems could provide continuous updating of the data bases. Such data bases could
be linked to education and assessment systems for improve-ments in both areas. Early in the medical education and assessment continuum, the
em-phasis is on the accumulation, retention, and application of knowledge on which deci-sionmaking in future practice will be based. This general
medical education is quite dif-ferent from the specialized training that follows undergraduate medical education. Fur-thermore, there is an inherent
problem in deciding what aspects of clinical practice should be emphasized in the general medical education curriculum. Computerized data bases
could help to highlight areas of knowledge and skills that need further emphasis. They could dynamically link medical education to ongoing patient
care. The develop-ment of computer course work for learning and testing calls for specificity in defining ob-jectives and in correlating the
knowledge and skills to be acquired with the objectives. Techniques for accomplishing such specificity could help improve the quality of informa-
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