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nevertheless she relied on the kindness she thought this somewhat grotesque woman possessed, as well as on her vanity, which would prompt her to
repay me for the distinction she obtained by frequenting my salon. As a matter of fact | was entirely at the end of my resources, and | only found
courage to deny my poverty-stricken condition in public on account of the horror | felt when | learned that a collection was being made for me
amongst the Germans in Paris to indemnify me for the expense | had incurred in giving the three concerts. When the news of this reached me |
immediately interfered with the declaration that the idea that | was in distress in consequence of the losses | had sustained was founded on a HELP
FROM MME. SCHWABE 733 false report, and that | should be obliged to refuse all efforts made on my behalf. On this supposition Mme. Schwabe, who
regularly attended my soirees and as regularly fell asleep while any music was going on, was however induced, through the solicitations of Malwida,
to offer me her personal assistance. She gave me about three thousand francs, of which at this moment | was certainly in the greatest need; as | did
not wish to accept this money as a gift, | gave the lady, who in no way exacted it, a written agreement of my own...
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