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***** Excerpt from Provisional Manual for Ordnance Field Service: Prepared in the Office of the Chief of Ordnance September, 1919 Army
Regulations 1913 states as follows: The Chief of Ordnance of the Army is charged with the duty of Procuring, by purchase or manufacture, and
distributing the necessary ordnance and ordnance stores for the Army (par. 1511). Ordnance and ordnance stores include cannon and artillery
vehicles, and equipments; apparatus and machines for the service and maneuver of artillery; small arms, ammunition and accouterments; horse
equipments and harness for Field Artillery, and horse equipments for Cavalry and other mounted men; tools, machinery and materials for the
Ordnance service; and all property of whatever nature supplied to the Military Establishment by the Ordnance Department (par. 1512). The
operations in the A. E. F. in France were conducted in accordance with these paragraphs. The principal duties of the Ordnance Department in the
theater of operations of one or more armies in the field are supply and maintenance. To these must be added the ordnance technical and
engineering functions which are necessary in assisting supply and maintenance, and for furnishing the office of the Chief of Ordnance, or other
similar agency, technical information necessary for the correction of defects and improvements in design. The organization necessary for this
purpose, as deduced from experience in the war with Germany of 1917-18, includes a central office of control and direction (that of the chief
ordnance officer); base port organizations, if there be overseas shipments; a series of base port depots for general supplies and for ammunition; a
series of intermediate depots for general supplies and for ammunition, and a series of advance storehouses for...
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