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*****.Excerpt from Important State Papers: Declaration of War, Washington, June 18, 4 O clock In place of such a trial, these rights are subjected to
the will of every petty commander. The practice, hence, is so far from a ecting British subjects alone, that under the pretext of searching for these,
thousands of American citizens, under the safeguard of public law, and of their national flag, have been torn from their country and from every
thing dear to them; have been dragged on board ships of war of a foreign nation, and exposed, under the severities of their discipline, to be exiled to
the most distant and deadly climes, to risk their lives in the battles of their oppressors, and to be the melancholy instruments of taking away those of
their own brethren. Against this crying enormity, which Great Britain would be so prompt to avenge if committed against herself, the U. States have
in vain exhausted remonstrances and expostulations. And that no proof might be wanting of their conciliatory dispositions, and no pretext le  for a
continuance of the practice, the British government was formally assured of the readiness of the U. States to enter into arrangements, such as could
not be rejected, if the recovery of British subjects were the real and the sole object. The communication passed without e ect. British cruisers have
been in the practice also of violating the rights and the peace of our coasts. The hover over and harass our entering and departing commerce. To
the most insulting pretensions they have added the most lawless proceedings in our very harbours; and have wantonly spilt American blood within
the sanctuary of our territorial...
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