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***x* Excerpt from Biennial Report of the Adjutant General, of West Virginia, 1899-1900 Holding the opinion that a National Guard should always be
considered from the standpoint of use by the Nation or State, it is and has been my endeavor to do everything possible to prepare and equip ours
for that end. The professional soldiers of the Republic, the Regular Army, are organized, equipped and drilled in accord with the highest standard of
military science, and being our exemplars we are striving along the same lines to emulate them so that when our troops are called upon to serve
with them there need be no changes in instruction or equipment. Our organization is now the same as that of the Regular Army. It has been the
effort of this office to have such a body of officers and men as shall physically and mentally be equal to those of the Regulars and we are working to
accomplish this end. The National Guard should be the first reserve line of the Nation, prepared to support the Regular Army when needed. It is wise
that the law provides that the President may call upon the Governor for regiments as organized and equipped for any service and this being
understood. Guardsmen are prepared to respond to the call. In accordance with the above views, the physical examination has been made more
strict and the qualifications of officers more carefully considered, and in providing for the troops, the necessities of active service have always been
borne in mind, and personal equipment for the enlisted men, such as rubber ponchos, woolen blankets, shelter tents, overcoats, uniforms, meat
cans, tin cups, knives, forks and...
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