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overwhelmed with the expectations of the classroom. In A Sense of Belonging, Jennifer Allen shares her stories and journey in creating an
infrastructure of support for new teachers within her school district. A Sense of Belonging provides research-based, practical ideas on how to
support new teachers while honoring the innovation, idealism, and optimistic enthusiasm that they bring to the classroom. From supporting new
teachers early in the year with administering and analyzing literacy assessments, through using student work to guide instruction, to offering
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creating learning environments for new teachers to be reflective practitioners; coaching new teachers in their classrooms and providing
opportunities for them to observe their peers in action; supporting new teachers beyond their first year through gradual release of support over
their first several years in the classroom; and facilitating professional development opportunities where new and veteran teachers learn alongside
one another. Jennifer believes, and her book demonstrates, that when schools embrace, encourage, and celebrate the work of new teachers, they
establish a supportive environment that fosters excellence and improves retention.
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