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Alfred A. Knopf, United States, 1999. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. World War Il has
ended, but only in the West. Central Europe is slipping back into its agricultural past. The bomb has not yet been dropped - nor will it be for twenty
years. The Allies have punished Germany for its war crimes by forcing it to revert to a preindustrial age: power stations, railways, factories, and all
the machinery of technology have been destroyed or abandoned and left to decay. Moor is a small quarry town (Mauthausen in the all-too-recent
past of real history). The occupying American army has installed a camp survivor, Ambras, to govern the local population. Brave, lonely, hated and
feared by his former persecutors, Ambras has returned to Moor only because his Jewish wife died there. Setting up house in a derelict villa
surrounded by wild hounds that earn him the nickname the Dog King, he chooses another loner, the village boy Bering, as his bodyguard. Moving
away from his family and into the compound, the boy enters a new universe of power, of half-glimpsed ideas, of contact with the forbidden world
outside. And he meets the only other person Ambras welcomes, a strange and beautiful orphan girl named Lily who lives and hunts in the hills, who
knows where the weapons are hidden and forages in the free world for the goods the villagers crave. But Bering s new life begins to unravel as he
succumbs to a strange eye disease known as Morbus Kitahara, in which the vision gradually darkens and which tends to afflict marksmen and
sharpshooters. Only Lily can find help, can offer them all a possible future. The three make a courageous bid to escape, and the account of their...
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