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***x* Excerpt from Ecology and Resource Development in Southeast Asia Ecology and environment have become emotionally charged slogans in
recent years. Public alarm in industrialized countries about environmental quality has led to the emergence of a new social movement, with suitable
villains, heroes, and crusades. These heretofore staid technical concepts have become ambiguous and, in some quarters at least, almost fighting
words. Our usage is more mundane. Ecology, as a quantitative science, is relatively youthful. As a collection of knowledge, however, it is as old as
man s curiosity about his environment. The environment of any organism is the collection of other organisms and chemical and physical elements
with which the organism interacts. An ecosystem is any relatively self-contained system of organisms and their environment. Ecology is the study of
ecosystems: their structure, functioning, and changes. Ecologists explore interactions between organisms and their environments. Any natural
regime of soil, water, atmosphere, and light has some maximum amount of living material, or biomass, that it can support. If left undisturbed,
biotic communities evolve toward successively more complex patterns of organization that increase the biomass. Those species better able to utilize
site resources gradually replace those less efficient. Natural ecosystems can stabilize themselves in response to external disruptions. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
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