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Random House USA Inc, India, 2002. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English . Brand New Book. Rudy Wiebe?s latest novel is at once
an enthralling saga of the Mennonite people and one man?s emotional voyage into his heritage and his own self-discovery. Ambitious in its
historical sweep, tender and humane, Sweeter Than All the World takes us on an extraordinary odyssey never before fully related in a contemporary
novel. The novel tells the story of the Mennonite people from the early days of persecution in sixteenth-century Netherlands, and follows their
emigration to Danzig, London, Russia, and the Americas, through the horrors of World War Il, to settlement in Paraguay and Canada. It is told
episodically in a double-stranded narrative. The first strand consists of different voices of historical figures. The other narrative voice is that of
Adam Wiebe, born in Saskatchewan in 1935, whom we encounter at telling stages of his life: as a small boy playing in the bush, as a student hunting
caribou a week before his wedding, and as a middle-aged man carefully negotiating a temporary separation from his wife. As Adam faces the
collapse of his marriage and the disappearance of his daughter, he becomes obsessed with understanding his ancestral past. Wiebe meshes the
history of a people with the story of a modern family, laying bare the complexities of desire and family love, religious faith and human frailty. The
past comes brilliantly alive, beginning with the horrors of the Reformation, when Weynken Claes Wybe is burned at the stake for heretical views on
Communion. We are caught up in the great events of each century, as we follow in the footsteps of Adam?s forebears: the genius engineer who
invented the cable-car system; the artist Enoch Seeman, who found acclamation at the royal court in London...
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