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**xxx Excerpt from As Spoken in the Lower Strathearn District of Perthshire The scholarly study of Scottish dialects is no new thing. More than a
century ago its foundations were firmly laid by the extensive and careful work of Dr. Jamieson, whose dictionary still remains the great source of
information on the subject. There have been other good and active workers since his day, but much remains to be done before the task can be
regarded as completed. For the deficiencies which still have to be made good there are in the main two reasons. One of these is that the Lowland
dialects are not at all sharply divided from each other, so that there is little apparent ground for dealing with each of them separately. The tendency
has thus been to consider Scottish speech as a whole, instead of as a collection of dialects, - a view which has been greatly assisted by the use of a
more or less standard form for literary purposes. The other reason is that greater attention has been given to the vocabulary than to the sounds of
the language, though even here the recorded information is often lacking in fullness and precision, leaving it doubtful how far a particular word is
in use over a given area. It is only within recent times that the exact form of individual dialects has become a subject of serious study, but in some
countries of Europe this branch of philological investigation has already been carried on very extensively. A fair number of English dialects have
now been dealt with in this way, and others are being gradually added to the list, but in Scotland...
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