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***xx Excerpt from The Salem Pilgrim: His Book If the pilgrim to Salem wishes to stand at the focus and centre of Puritan New England, on the spot
where was planted one of the twin shoots of American Democracy, and from which there went forth not a few of the great forces that have shaped
American history, let him go to Town House Square. If there is sacred soil in America, it is here. To be sure, one must have the historic imagination,
or he will see nothing in the busy, bustling modern square to remind him of antiquity. But if he has power to realize the past let him stand here a
moment and picture the scene as it was in the years immediately following the arrival of Endicott and the Puritans in 1628. The modern blocks and
stone pavements vanish. The clang of electric cars dies away. The hurrying throngs of moderns disappear. He stands on virgin soil, in the midst of a
forest clearing, on a pleasant elevation between two winding crystal streams, with fresh fountains near at hand and the cry of bird and animal
alone breaking the silence of the encompassing wilderness. Yet signs of human occupancy are not wanting; for this spot is the chosen sight for the
upspringing of a new and vast civilization. Already a few rude buildings have been erected, beginning with the houses of Roger Conant and his little
fishing colony who had removed here from the abandoned settlement on Cape Ann in 1626. On what is now the southeast corner of the Square once
stood the rudely-constructed Meeting-house, built in 1634 and enlarged in 1639, in which...
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