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***** This book is timely. As the contributions in it illustrate, 2D and 3D modeling of cultural heritage is no longer used just to illustrate the location
and appearance (past or present) of archaeological sites, but also as a tool to discover and recover data from archaeological remains. There are
better ways of predicting where this data might be found under the surface. When applied to the legacy excavation data of a cultural heritage site -
or when used to record the progress of a new excavation, 3D modeling has the potential to mitigate the irreversible and destructive nature of
archaeological excavation, an unfortunate, ironic, and unavoidable central fact of archaeology as traditionally practiced. With the widespread
adoption of 3D technologies to record and reconstruct archaeological sites, the archaeologist can virtually preserve the site through 3D data
capture as we dig it up. And, once the 3D data gathered in the field has been modeled, it is possible to retrace decisions and test the validity of
conclusions with more precision and confidence.
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