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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. Could computers ever really think? They can now drive cars on suburban streets, control spaceships and have even won the
Jeopardy! game show. But could they ever be self aware, create original ideas, develop their own goals, and write complex computer programs?
Why can t computers already think? Why has 60 years of research failed to produce a single intelligent robot? What has been learnt, what are the
technically difficult problems, and when are they likely to be solved? What would computers think about? What would be their challenges, goals and
aspirations? They certainly would not need children. Would they need us? This book addresses the unseen elephant in the room. Computers are
becoming ever more intelligent. The future will not be anything like it used to be. The book differs from other recent works by providing a strong
focus on what caused people to ultimately be the way we are, namely upon natural selection. It then attempts to predict how natural selection
would condition an intelligent machine s behaviour by considering the very different world that it would experience. Several technical and
rhetorical arguments are presented both for and against the hypothesis that computers will, eventually, be able to think. There is also some
discussion about what it actually means to be intelligent and the limitations of terms such as creative and self aware. The second and largest part of
the book then describes existing Al technologies in some detail. These include symbolic and logic based approaches, Bayesian expert systems, vision,
speech, robotics, and an overview of computational neuroscience. This provides a more realistic basis for predictions of the future as well as simply
gaining a better understanding...
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