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With Notes The peculiar custom in England of Impressing Seamen on every appearance of war, will
occasionally expose our seamen to peculiar oppressions and vexations. It will be expedient that you
take proper opportunities, in the mean time, of conferring with the minister on this subject, in order
to form some arrangement for the protection of our seamen on those occasions. We entirely reject
the mode which was the subject of a conversation between Mr. Morris and him, which was, that our
seamen should always carry about them certificates of their citizenship: This is a condition never
yet submitted to by any nation; one with which seamen would never have the precaution to comply:
the casualties of their calling would expose them to the constant destruction or loss of this paper
evidence, and thus the British government would be armed with legal authority to impress the
whole of our seamen. The simplest rule will be, that...
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