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***x* Excerpt from The Best Method of Teaching, Obstetrics and Aids in Obstetric Teaching It is a little more than seven years ago that our honored
fellow, Dr. Theophilus Parvin, at the thirteenth annual meeting of this academy, made, as the majority of us will recollect, a most earnest plea for
practical obstetrics in the courses of instruction given by our medical colleges. It was then clearly shown by him that while the science of obstetrics
was admirably taught in many of our American medical schools, the art of midwifery was and had been sadly neglected; that the vast majority of
American medical students graduated each year without ever having witnessed, still less having had charge of, a case of labor; that in many
medical schools not even the practical diagnosis of pregnancy by palpation and auscultation was taught. The truth of these statements has never
been questioned. Up to that time it had been customary in this country for most medical students to graduate either without any practical
knowledge of midwifery, or with such only as they were able to obtain by witnessing an occasional case in a clinic, or possibly by treating women in
confinement in their own homes without the supervision or aid of an instructor. The result was inevitable. The art of obstetrics was learned by the
young practitioner often at the expense of serious if not fatal injury to his first confinement cases. During the past decade a revolution has been in
progress in the teaching of medicine in this country. The two and three-year courses are gradually but surely being replaced by four years of
instruction; college terms of five, six, or...
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