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irritability was the distress and toil of a man who, at the bottom of the social scale, Is struggling to reach the surface. Still, | had, as | may say to you,
before whom | need wear no draperies, | had that ground-bed of good feeling and keen sensitiveness which must always be the birthright of any
man who is strong enough to climb to any height whatever, after having long trampled in the bogs of poverty. | could obtain nothing from my
family, nor from my home, beyond my inadequate allowance. In short, at that time, | breakfasted off a roll which the baker in the Rue du Petit-Lion
sold me cheap because it was left from yesterday or the day before, and | crumbled it into milk; thus my morning meal cost me but two sous. | dined
only every other day in a boarding-house where the meal cost me sixteen sous. You know as well as | what care | must have taken of my clothes and
shoes. | hardly know whether in later life we feel grief so deep when a colleague plays us false, as we have known, you and I, on detecting the
mocking smile of a gaping seam in a shoe, or hearing the armhole of a coat split. | drank nothing but water; | regarded a cafel with distant respect.
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