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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. Comparative eAectiveness reviews (CERs) oBen aim to compare the benefits and harms of multiple available approaches for treating
a health condition with the ultimate goal of informing clinical practice and other decisionmaking. To this end, analysts conducting CERs aim to find
studies conducting direct head-to-head comparisons. However, direct head-to-head evidence on competing interventions is oBen scant. As a result,
several methods to conduct indirect comparisons have been proposed. These include meta-regression, logistic regression, the Bucher method, and,
more recently, Bayesian mixed treatment comparison (MTC) meta-analysis.MTC meta-analysis is a relatively new methodology. Various other terms
have been used to describe the approach, including multiple treatment comparisons and network meta-analysis. Terminology has evolved to where
most experts in that field now refer to the broad area of comparison of diAerent treatments as network meta-analysis and restrict the use of MTC to
describe methods that explicitly look at combining direct and indirect evidence. One of the most compelling reasons to use MTC meta-analysis is
that it allows for the combination of both direct head-to-head and indirect evidence (e.g., placebo-controlled trials) in one modeling framework.
The use of all potentially relevant available evidence is an appealing feature for analysts, because other methods rely solely on one type of evidence.
In addition, unlike other indirect analysis methods, MTC meta-analysis allows all relevant comparisons to be made through a single analysis,
providing the information to calculate an eAect size for each comparison of interest and to rank treatments based on the probability of being the
best treatment. The main objectives of this report are to contribute to the body of literature on MTC meta-analysis by examining (1a) how results of
Bayesian MTC methods compare with...
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