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**xxx Excerpt from Oration of Henry Armitt Brown: On the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Evacuation of Valley Forge, June 19, 1878 It is an honor
to be here to-day. It is a privilege to behold this anniversary. This unusual spectacle, these solemn services, these flags and decorations, this tuneful
choir, this military array, this distinguished company, this multitude darkening all the hill-side, proclaim the general interest and attest its
magnitude. And it is proper to commemorate this time. One hundred years ago this country was the scene of extraordinary events and very
honorable actions. We feel the influence of them in our institutions and our daily lives, and it is both natural and right for us to seek, by some means,
to mark their hundredth anniversaries. Those moments are passing quickly. Lexington, Bunker Hill, Germantown, Saratoga, have gone by already.
Monmouth, Stony Point, Eutaw, and Yorktown are close at hand. It is eminently fit that we should gather here. | cannot add to what has already
been said about this place. The deeds which have made it famous have passed into history. The page on which they are recorded is written. We can
neither add to it nor take away. The heroic dead who suffered here are far beyond our reach. No human eulogy can make their glory greater, no
failure to do them justice make it less. Theirs is a perfect same, - safe, certain, and complete. Their trials here secured the happiness of a continent;
their labors have borne fruit in the free institutions of a powerful nation; their examples give hope to every race and clime; their names live on the
lips of a...
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