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Urbane Publications. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Parliamentary Pioneers: Labour Women MPs 1918-1945, Mary Honeyball,
Parliamentary Pioneers : Labour Women MPs 1918-1945 is a compelling account of the trailblazers who laid the foundations for women having an
influential voice in the House of Commons. Written by MEP and authoritative spokesperson on women's rights and gender equality Mary Honeyball,
the book tells the story of the issues these first MPs championed, the challenges they faced and the lives they led. This doughty group of women,
tough and individualistic as they all were, maintained their independence both in their politics and in their personal lives. The election of Labour
women to the House of Commons meant that females representing the working classes now joined their male counterparts in articulating Labour
concerns in Parliament, still very much a bastion of Edwardian wealth and privilege. The hallowed Chamber regularly echoed with voices that cared
passionately about social issues, issues guaranteed to upset the resident delicate gentlemen not used to such talk. By 1928 the franchise was
extended to cover all women not just property owners, meaning more Labour women were returned in the 1929 'flapper' election. Together with
Bondfield, Lawrence, Jewson and Wilkinson, the roll call of Labour women MPs from 1923 to 1939 reads as follows: Mrs Ruth Dalton, Miss Jennie Lee,
Dr Ethel Bentham, Mrs Mary Hamilton, Lady Cynthia Mosley, Dr Marion Phillips, Miss Edith Picton Turbevill, Lady Noel-Buxton, Mrs Leah Manning,
Mrs Agnes Hardie, Dr Edith Summerskill and Mrs Jennie Adamson. Told through the prism of key contemporary issues, such as working-class
women's fight for birth control in the 1920s and 30s, this book brings to life the little known history of these first Labour women to sit in the House of
Commons. Fair representation for women at Westminster has...
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