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La Sainte Courtisane (French for The Holy Courtesan ) is an unfinished play by Oscar Wilde. He began work on the play in 1894, between writing
Salome and The Importance of Being Earnest, but did not complete it before his trial and imprisonment. The original draft was left in a taxi cab by
the author, and was never completed. The fragments were first published in 1908 in Methuen s Collected Works, along with an introduction by
Robbie Ross which explained its intervening history: At the time of Wilde s trial the nearly completed drama was entrusted to Mrs. Leverson, who in
1897 went to Paris on purpose to restore it to the author. Wilde immediately left the manuscript in a cab.All my attempts to recover the lost work
failed. The passages here reprinted are from some odd leaves of a first draft. The play is of course not unlike Salome, though it was written in
English. It expanded Wilde s favourite theory that when you convert some one to an idea, you lose your faith in it; the same motive runs through Mr.
W. H. Wilde considered revisiting the play in 1897 after his release from prison, but he lacked motivation for literary work in this period.
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