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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1851 Excerpt: .Flaxman, have not yet done justice to this interesting subject. The
truth is, that the holy fear of image-worship and idolatry, which haunted our reformers three hundred years ago, and exploded with increased
violence through the puritans, has been inherited by ourselves; and has entailed upon us a settled repugnance to this class of antiquities; we are
early taught to distrust them as superstitious, monkish, and gothic. We cast discredit, equally upon the correctly scriptural, historical, and beautiful
in this art, with the legendary, apocryphal, and grotesque; and in the true spirit of the odium theologicum, pluck up the wheat together with the
tares also. Thus by a sweeping and undiscriminating injustice, these curious and interesting evidences of history and of the religious sentiments of
prayer and of praise, expressed by our Christian forefathers, through one of the most ingenious arts which the Almighty has been pleased to
implant in the heart of man, are veiled from our eyes; and we are prevented the enjoyment, of which this organ is so capable, of the medieval
understanding of some of the most consolatory and edifying truths which the Scriptures have leI us. For it is through figured antiquity, together
with the revered architectural (hardly less than in the literary) remains of a thousand years, still existing in our country, that we trace man s
assurance that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. And whether in the poems of Dante, the paintings of Giotto,...
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